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Readings: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

God is so good. Amen? Only Jesus Christ our Lord can forgive the 

sins of the world, make us truly free and give to each what our hearts 

deeply desire. Amen? Do you believe me? Why do you believe me? I 

wasn’t alive when he roamed the middle east two thousand years ago, he 

didn’t tell me personally, I didn’t sit or dine with him and take notes as 

he spoke, didn’t get a video of him or recorded his teachings. I am only 

repeating what someone said about him and they only repeated what 

others said and so on and so forth… and if you ever played the game 

“broken telephone” then you know how easy information can get 

distorted by just one person, let alone millions of people over the course 

of 2K years since…  

That is the issue we are dealing with today as we begin to read 

from the gospel of Luke, which we will read from for most of the year 

by the way, with exception to some feasts and solemnities, so we better 

be familiar with the context in which it was written… and what we have 

in Luke is nothing more than a second-hand source by someone who 

never meet Jesus in person, yet they speak about him with authority as if 

they did… how can this be? How can you trust it? 

 Brief overview first as always: the gospel of Luke is the longest of 

the four gospels and it goes hand-in-hand with the book of Acts of the 

Apostles. Both were probably one whole piece of writing at one point, 

one big book and then it got divided in two different works; the first 

gospel part being the account of the life and teachings of Jesus and the 
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second being how this life and teaching began to get passed down by 

word of mouth as it formed the first Christian communities giving birth 

to the church.   

 Now, we are not 100% sure who wrote the work. Traditionally the 

early church Fathers identified the author as Luke the evangelist, who 

was a physician who learned about Christ and became a traveling 

companion of Paul. Another possibility is that it was written by an 

educated and gifted writer from Greece who was a gentile but then 

converted to Judaism and became very familiar with the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew scriptures, and then upon encountering Paul 

and other apostles, converted to Christianity. 

In either case, that means that the writer did not know Jesus in the 

flesh personally, their account is based on the information passed on to 

him from others and his own observation of the early church. Yet, we 

consider this work to have the same weight as those written by the 

apostles themselves who did hear it directly from Jesus.  

 Why is this a big deal? Because what we have here is the 

beginning of what we would come to know as the authority of the 

teaching body of the Church, an authority that is passed down through 

her from generation to generation with no difference in power, and 

somehow, we trust that what is passed down is authentic.  

 The writer of Luke was aware that there would be scientism, which 

is why he begins the gospel by stating his case: Since many have 

undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled 

among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and 

ministers of the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, 
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after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an 

orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 

realize the certainty of the teachings you have received. 

Theophilus by the way was most likely the one responsible for 

putting all these accounts together and publishing them, so the creation 

of Luke and Acts was the effort of multiple people. Luke is saying trust 

in what I have to say… I know I didn’t see, touch, dine with Jesus like 

the others, but the teachings that have been given to me, which I now 

give to you in writing so you can put them together, trust that they have 

the same truth and authority as the others, that they are as authentic and 

true as the others, why? Because the Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus 

who later gave that Spirit to the apostles, and thus, the Spirit of the Lord 

is upon this new Christian movement when it acts as one collective body.   

This wasn’t something totally new. We begin to see it take shape 

in the first reading today. Once people were freed from Babylon and 

returned to Jerusalem, Ezra, who was the main priest at that time, 

gathers the people together, men, woman and children. He stands before 

them on a wooden platform, they stand to listen, he opened the scroll 

containing the word of God written by their ancestors in faith long 

before them, and begins to proclaim outload.  

He reads about the goodness of the Lord, about how the Lord 

would be their strength, their rock, their deliverer, the one to set captives 

free. They hear this after the traumatic experience of being enslaved, of 

seeing family members killed, so when they hear these words, they are 

experiencing them firsthand. Indeed, God is good, so good he has just 

delivered them from exile, indeed these words are fulfilled for them 
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there and then, they could feel the power and weight of what was being 

proclaimed. It wasn’t just intellectual knowledge; it was a deeply 

emotional encounter with the word of God. No wonder they began to 

shout AMEN AMEN which means “yes, I agree, so be it, I accept, this 

is true for me right now.” And this became something they did often, 

recalled this truth, it became ritualized.  

Our Liturgy of the Word is modeled this way. We all stand, 

woman, men and children for the gospel, which contains the Word of 

God through Jesus who has saved us from being slaves to sin, who has 

taken us out of exile and into the freedom of being children of God, we 

are living in the promise of something that was written long ago. You 

have been made free, amen?! In Jesus, God is here! Amen! Evil has no 

place in this world, not in your life, not in your family, not in society, 

not in this house! In fact, all powers tremble before our Lord… at the 

name of Jesus, every knee shall bend, and every tongue confess that 

Jesus IS LORD! Amen? Amen!  

You know we Catholics are not very comfortable at letting our 

emotions become part of our worship. We are very good at the 

intellectual, at the ritual, but don’t often express what that does to the 

soul, we are shy to shout AMEN when we are confronted with the power 

of the Word of God in our lives during mass compared to say our 

evangelical, Pentecostal and Baptist friends.  

Don’t get me wrong, we say plenty of AMENs during mass, 12 

times to be exact, I counted them, but they are pretty robotic responses 

by now. If AMEN means “yes, this is true for me right now, this has 



Homily | Year C | Third Sunday OT | 01/22/2022 

 

pg. 5 
 

been fulfilled not only in my hearing by in my life” then our Amens 

should always be with conviction.  

As a preacher, I get a lot out of it. Whenever I get a little animated 

and start seeing heads bobbing in agreement with what I am saying, oh I 

feel it. Once in a while I’ll hear a faint “yes” or “amen” and it pumps me 

up, makes me feel like we are on the same page, like the Spirit of the 

Lord is upon us all! And that is as much a feeling, as it is a truth.  

Luke assures us of it, it’s a matter of us accepting and being 

convinced that these words are fulfilled in our own hearing and lives 

today with just as much power as if we were hearing them directly from 

the mouth of Jesus, because through the Church, we are. 

As we continue to read from the gospel of Luke, keep this context 

in mind, and allow the authority of the Spirit of the Lord present in the 

body of Christ, united around the proclamation of the Word and the 

Eucharist we receive, do what they promise to do in your life. And if 

you ever feel the weight of God’s word resound in your soul, don’t ever 

be afraid to make it known, and shout AMEN! 

 

+ Fr. Carlos 


